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HOUSTON SOLAR FARM- FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

1. Project Overview 

Renewable IPP is currently in the development stage for the 5 MW, Houston Solar Farm project. We're 
working to lease the land, agree power purchase terms with Matanuska Electric and finalize private 
investment to fund the project. If successful, we hope to build the solar farm with local labor in 2021. This 
project represents $8-10MM of private investment in renewable energy infrastructure and will create ~50 
construction jobs and 5-10 long term maintenance jobs (30-year solar farm operation). The solar farm will 
not increase electricity prices to Matanuska Electric members and will help preserve Cook Inlet gas supply.  
 

2. How will the solar farm benefit the Mat-Su Borough and Houston communities? 

Jobs- The Houston Solar Farm is estimated to create ~50 seasonal construction jobs while the solar farm 
is being built. An additional three to ten solar farm maintenance jobs will be created for snow removal 
and vegetation management for the 30-year life of the facility. 

Property Taxes & Sales Tax- The Houston Solar Farm will pay property taxes to the Mat-Su Borough 
based on the value of the solar farm. Property taxes are currently being paid by the Willow Solar Farm 
($16,400 in 2020) and the Houston Solar farm will be 5x the size of the Willow Solar Farm (est. property 
taxes $82,000). The Houston Solar Farm will also pay City of Houston Sales Tax.  

3. Will the solar farm fit with the rural character of Houston? 

There will be a 150’, “no development” buffer around the site to keep native vegetation. The solar farm 
rows are spaced every 50 feet and there will be natural grasses (either original or re-seeded) to keep the 
rural appearance. The solar panels are not reflective (designed to absorb light) so there will not be a glare 
off the panels. Motion detected security lights will be installed at main entrances and will only turn on if 
motion is detected at night, therefore the site will not interfere with keeping “dark skies” at night. Finally, 
the solar farm will be quiet during its operation.  

4. Will Section Line Easements be Blocked; will the entire parcel be fenced? 

No! The 50-foot section line easements are excluded from the lease and will not be developed or fenced 
off. See that attached map which shows “no development areas” and solar farm fence lines. There will 
only be fences around the solar farm itself, not the entire property.  

5. Will the solar farm cause my property taxes to go up or could it de-value my home? 

In talking with the Mat-Su Borough tax assessor’s office, the solar farm will not affect adjacent home 
values/property taxes as it’s “not comparable” to a home.  
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6. Who is Renewable IPP? 

Renewable IPP is an “Alaska Grown” company which started-up in 2017. The company was founded by 
four long time Alaska residents who are all engineers with decades of energy industry experience. We 
develop, build and operate the solar farms we create and have a long-term (30-year) interest in our 
projects and working with the local community. The four partners built the Willow Pilot project 
themselves and have learned the business first hand. Our mission is to deliver economic renewable 
energy and we are excited to be growing the solar energy industry in Alaska. 
 

7. What about a Houston Elementary School? 

Public comments have been made suggesting that the solar farm land could be used instead for a 
Houston Elementary School. The Mat-Su School District was contacted to inquire if there are plans for a 
Houston Elementary School at this site. The Assistant Superintendent stated,  

“We’ve not identified a Houston Area elementary school as an immediate or emerging need based on our 
most recent demographic analysis.”  

The Assistant Superintendent also provided that enrollment at Big Lake Elementary is 356 students 
versus a capacity for 498.  
 

8. What if the project doesn’t go forward? 

If Renewable IPP cannot get a contract to sell power (this has to be approved by the Regulatory 
Commission of Alaska) then the project cannot go forward. If the project is cancelled, Renewable IPP is 
required (per the Mat-Su Borough Lease Terms) to rezone the land back to Public Lands.  
 

9. Is there potential to expand beyond 5 Megawatts? 

Renewable IPP is requesting to lease 480 acres from the Mat-Su borough. At this time there is clear 
technical and financial feasibility for a 5-Megawatt solar farm. Per the lease terms, Renewable IPP has 
10-years to determine expansion feasibility. If further development is not feasible, then Renewable IPP 
is required to return the Wester 320 acres to the Borough and rezone these acres to public lands.  
 

10. Will construction be noisy? 

Renewable IPP identified a new substructure that uses helical piles or ground screws. Previously drill pipe 
was vibratory driven into the ground for piles and it was noisy. The new pile design will be considerably 
less noisy. Construction hours will typically be 7:00 am-5:00 pm.  
 

11. How Long will the Solar Farm Operate? 

30 years. Renewable IPP is required to remove all equipment from the land (return to natural state) per 
the lease terms.  
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